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The opening of the Black Sea to foreign trades and the freedom of navigation
for Russia, at first, and then for Austria, France and other nations brought
a new start in commercial relations between these ports and the Mediter-
ranean ones. The proposed paper will analyze the commercial network be-
tween the Strait of Messina and the Black Sea, after the signing of the treaty
of trade between Russia and the Kingdom of Naples (1787) up to the begin-
ning Continental Blockade (1806). The paper will focus, particularly, on some
aspects of the trade and navigation in the free port of Messina in order to
outline commercial and financial activities (merchandises, ships, insurances,
maritime loans, freights, etc.) with the Black Sea Region. The sources com-
prise documents kept in Italian archives, including the Archivio di Stato of
Messina and the Archivio di Stato of Naples.

1. The eighteenth century had been a hard one for Messina. The city, in fact,
in 1743 had been struck by a terrible epidemic of plague that had severely
compromised the demographic fabric and had excluded it from the network
of Mediterranean trades. Less devastating had been the impact of the famine
twenty years later (1763-64). The earthquake of February 5, 1783, although
not producing a large number of victims, had caused considerable damage to
the buildings and caused new serious problems to the productive and com-
mercial activities. To revive the economy of Messina and the entire area of
the Strait, from the spring of 1784 began work for the restoration of the quay
and the warehouses of the port, which would be completed within two years.
On the following 5 September, Ferdinand IV of Bourbon granted and enlarged
the privilege of the free port. Thanks to it, a very wide freedom of trade was
guaranteed to foreign merchants of any religion, who were invited to reside

1 Salvatore Bottari is author of first two parts (paragraphs 1 and 2) and Alessandro
Abbate is author of the final two (paragraphs 3 and 4).
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with their families in Messina. Two years later (1786), the «Editto Reale pel
ristabilimento del Lazzaretto di Messina» was promulgated, a Greek addition
of which was also published in Turkey, Syria, Russia and Egypt.

2. On the other hand, after the Treaty of Kuiciik Kaynarca (1774), Russia played
a dominantrole in the Black Sea and asserted itself as a leading player eveniin
the Mediterranean. In a political scenario dominated by a careful Russian for-
eign policy towards the Mediterranean, the economist Ferdinando Galiani,
who served in various positions within the Neapolitan government, had been
trying to deepen relations between the Kingdom of Naples and Russia. As a
matter of fact, in 1780, Great Britain was involved in the American War of
Independence and was so interested in negotiating an alliance with Russia
against France, that, in return, it would have offered Minorca (De Madariaga
1962: 289-312). Catherine I, by contrast, refused the British proposal, seek-
ing to consolidate Russian neutrality and, at the same time, widening Russia’s
influence over Europe, to the detriment of English interests. Thus, the tsarina
was able to create the League of Armed Neutrality, based on the following
principles: neutral ships were allowed to navigate freely from port to port of
the belligerent countries, property owned by citizens of a belligerent state on
neutral ships should be immune from requisition except when it was classi-
fied as contraband, and, finally, the blockade of any belligerent port had to
be legally justified (De Madariaga 1962: 172). Denmark, Sweden, Holland and
even the Kingdom of Naples joined the League (Archivio di Stato of Naples,
Esteri: 4426, Trattati). Galiani himself, in his Dei doveri dei principi neutrali
(1782) encouraged the Kingdom of Naples to share Catherine’s foreign policy:
this contributed to breaking from disadvantageous legal traditions which had
always affected relations between European states (Stapelbroek 2011: 161-
183).

Indeed Galiani went a long way to promote regular diplomatic and trade
relations between Russia and the Kingdom of Naples. His published works, as
well as his government service in Naples (as secretary to the Neapolitan am-
bassador in Paris since 1759, he was appointed a Councillor of the Court of
Trade in 1770 and a Governor of the Supreme Finance Council in 1782) made
him one of the most valuable counsellors of the king of Naples’s government
(Diaz 1968: 854-909).

In this regard, Galiani used all his influence to make the presence of Fried-
rich Melchior von Grimm in Naples (1776) very successful. The German phi-
losopher and thinker of the Enlightenment had been charged by Catherine Il
to initiate diplomatic relations with the Italian states (Mafrici 2011: 223-224).
Moreover, it was just in 1776 that Bernardo Tanucci, who had been promoting
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